Cervical cancer. 1: Role of nurses in the primary healthcare setting.
This two-part series examines the nurse's role when caring for women with cervical cancer. The incidence of cervical cancer, survival rates and trends of the disease are discussed, and the role of the nurse and his/her contribution to providing a quality cervical screening service to women is outlined. The nurse in primary healthcare settings takes the majority of smears. In order to detect cancer of the cervix at an early stage, it is important that the nurse provides women with sound and up-to-date information in a way that they understand.